Region 9 Director Report March/April 2026

2025: Connected We Grow—The year in review for the ACBL
In 2025, the ACBL continued to advance its mission to promote, grow, and sustain the game of bridge - strengthening connections across the membership while expanding opportunities to play, learn, and engage with the broader bridge community.
Centennial Celebration of Contract Bridge
ACBL celebrated the 100th anniversary of Contract Bridge, marking the development of the scoring system that shaped the modern game. From October through December, clubs and events worldwide hosted Contract Centennial Games, offering special glitter point opportunities and honoring the game’s enduring legacy.
Community Club
The expanded Community Club experience further unified face-to-face clubs and online play, allowing players to earn the same “glitter” Masterpoints® in both settings. This continuity reinforced local club connections while supporting flexible participation across the League.
Sapphire Recognition Program
The Sapphire Program gained momentum as a milestone-based recognition system for new players. By rewarding participation, learning, and engagement with badges rather than traditional masterpoints, (which badges can be converted to masterpoints) Sapphire helps build confidence, sustained involvement, and tracking for clubs and recruiters early in a player’s bridge journey.
JumpStart Bridge Outreach
JumpStart Bridge achieved significant growth in 2025, with 38 exhibit booths at educational conferences nationwide. As a result, 366 teachers in 23 states ordered bridge teaching materials, enrolling more than 13,000 students and expanding youth exposure to the game

Bridge Battle - A New Entry Path
ACBL launched Bridge Battle (formerly Bridge War), a simplified trick-taking format designed to welcome newer players. Offered both online and in person, Bridge Battle provides an accessible introduction to bridge concepts and serves as a pathway to deeper engagement with the game.
Expanding Strategic Online Partnerships
ACBL strengthened its digital presence through partnerships with multiple sanctioned online platforms awarding ACBL Masterpoints®, broadening access to play beyond traditional in-person settings. By year-end, sanctioned platforms included Bridge Base Online, Funbridge, IntoBridge, OKbridge, RealBridge, and Shark Bridge.
Highlights included the ACBL Centennial Event Series on Bridge Base Online, the launch of sanctioned tournaments on Funbridge, the introduction of masterpoints on IntoBridge Ranked Games, RealBridge’s approval as an e-Club platform for 2026, and the addition of RSVP Bridge to the sanctioned ecosystem. Long-standing partner The CommonGame continued to support club communities with additional partnerships under active discussion.
Governance
The ACBL Board of Directors election was held in November with the following results:
· Cindy Shoemaker (Region 10), Board President
· Dennis Carman (Region 5), Vice President
· Joann Glasson (Region 3), Treasurer
· Newly elected Directors: Sue Miguel (Region 2) and Cornelia Gould (Region 11)
We are looking forward to a terrific 2026! The summer NABC will be in Minneapolis and the Fall NABC will be in San Diego. Make your plans to come and have fun!
See you at the table.


